

Experimental College Community Garden Contract

History: The EC Garden has served Davis as an organic community garden for over 35 years! It originated near the soccer fields and Dairy Barn ca. 1970, and promptly moved to its present location on Orchard Park Drive, south of the Domes, and north of the Student Farm. Irrigation was finally laid ca. ’72, and it was in full swing around ’76. The EC Garden is still a hub of campus and community interaction, and you should see it now. Contact the EC Garden Coordinator at ecgarden@ucdavis.edu to take a tour. 

Contact Information: For general information and inquiries contact the head Coordinator at ecgarden@ucdavis.edu. For information regarding activities, animals or maintenance, contact the Activities Coordinator at ecgardenactivities@ucdavis.edu. For gardening advice, contact the Garden Coach at ecgardencoach@ucdavis.edu. 

Community: The two most important aspects of a Community Garden are plants and animals (people included!). The vision for the EC Community Garden is that it be a place where people can learn together, create nourishing food and make lasting friendships. Feel free to contact the Coordinators if a problem arises, but also feel free to turn to your neighbor and ask for help. 

Plot Rental: From March-September plots cost $30 and are sized approximately 200 square feet each, typically 10’x20’. Every year plots must be renewed at $30 per plot in March. If you begin gardening September-February plots are pro-rated at $20, but you must still renew in March for $30.

Organic: The entire EC Garden is an organically cultivated garden. We typically use rice hulls and manure from the Dairy Barn as amendments, and some folks apply gypsum and other organic fertilizers. We also plant organically certified seed and transplants whenever available – the Davis Food Co-op is a great place to start looking for organic seeds and seedlings. Please refer to the standards set forth in the National Organic Program to see what is or isn’t allowed to be applied at the EC Garden, and email the Coordinator with any questions.

Synthetic Fertilizers and Pesticides are not permitted at the garden under any circumstances. Pressure treated wood products are also prohibited because of the toxins they contain.

Volunteer Work Hours and Plot Credits:  Each gardener or group renting a plot may do volunteer work hour tasks at $3/hr. to gain plot credit, redeemable at renewal time in March. (Although $3/hr may seem low, please remember that your plot fee of $30/plot is also low). 

All volunteer work hour tasks must be approved by the Coordinator to guarantee plot credit. You must e-mail the Activities Coordinator ecgardenactivies@ucdavis.edu with a proposal of work you will do and hours it will take. Only if you make a proposal can you be credited. A proposal needs to be made a week before you wish to complete the task. This will ensure that priority tasks are completed first. We will also post priority tasks with a description and location inside the tool shed. In order to get credit, you must record your work hours after completion on the Work Hour Log in the tool shed. 

It is most helpful to the garden if you attend Garden Work Parties. These are led by the Activities Coordinator and ensure that priority tasks are completed correctly. It is also a wonderful chance to meet your fellow gardeners and beautify the garden. Work Parties are announced via e-mail and are usually on the weekend.

Pruning: All pruning of perennials must be done ONLY with Coordinator permission – unless you planted it. Many trees have been killed or permanently damaged by well-meaning individuals with pruning shears and saws. Most often, a portion of the harvest is lost, but some perennials can catch diseases (such as with grapes or apricot and their nemesis: Eutypa) when pruned in the rainy season. If you prune without permission, you may be required to replace the perennial at your expense and/or be evicted, as determined by the Coordinator.

Perennials, Fences, and Harvests: Perennial plants including flowers, herbs, vines, and trees may be installed or removed at the EC Garden, but only with Coordinator approval. The installed perennial must be permanently marked with a metal tag, so the next gardeners know exactly what variety they’ve got. If it’s not labeled, the plant may be removed. Pernicious perennials, such as turf-grass, blackberries, and raspberries are not to be planted at the EC Garden without specific permission from the Coordinator.

Many fruit trees, vines, herbs, cacti, etc. are commonly held resources at the EC Garden, while others are rented. Please contact the Coordinator regarding any areas that you wish to access, because the plot may be shared or available, or the current renter might be willing to allow you to harvest from it. If you wish to retain your harvest privately, you must mark your plot to that end – with a fence or string or a sign, etc. Some gardeners use string or twine, some use chicken-wire, others use wood. Trade is greatly encouraged at the EC Garden, just email ecgarden@ucdavis.edu to get in touch with anyone in the garden.

There is enough fruit for all of us if we share, but we must harvest quickly to prevent pests and scavengers from grabbing the harvest. Apricot and peach trees need consistent picking or their branches will break from the weight of the maturing fruit. Please consider planting food trees in your plot, or elsewhere with the Coordinator’s help, as they will provide benefits for years to come.

Water Spigots: Gardeners share the space on the water spigots, and many hoses are available as commonly held resources that are shared amongst all of the gardeners in that area. The Experimental College provides water and maintains permanent plumbing and faucets. Gardeners provide hoses, splitters, and irrigation systems. Any hose that is not permanently attached to a plot may be freely used, but not moved without permission. Please keep the trails clear by keeping the area around spigots free of tangled hoses. Please use only quality metal splitters with individual valves for each spigot. These splitters cost $4-8 on average. Plastic splitters degrade quickly in the sun creating problems for everyone who depends on a faucet. Please use Teflon tape to avoid leaks.

Do not turn off other people’s faucets or splitters; only turn your hose on or off, as many gardeners have irrigation systems that rely upon consistent water supply; if you turn their water off, their plants might die. On the other hand, if you install an irrigation system, expect to check on it frequently to make sure it is operating correctly. It is very easy for other gardeners to accidentally turn it off. Irrigation systems also malfunction often and can develop leaks, which are only apparent while the system is on. Most water use issues should be worked out with your gardening neighbors, but email the Activities Coordinator at ecgardenactivities@ucdavis.edu with any water use concerns.

Hose Irrigation: You may buy and permanently attach a hose to both your plot and a hose spigot – please attach a hose faucet splitter to the spigot first, and mark both with permanent marker. Your hose must not impede the flow of traffic in the garden and is subject to Coordinator approval; most gardeners bury their hose under the trail and into their plot. If your hose gets damaged, it’s your responsibility to fix it.

PVC Irrigation: Gardeners may install permanent, hard plastic (PVC) irrigation systems that lead directly from a hose spigot to their garden plot. The route, materials, and workers must be approved by the Activities Coordinator. Generally, the system must start from a spigot and include a ball valve at the spigot in case of future breakage in the new line; the piping must be sunk to a depth of 1.5 feet and only laid in the center of permanent pathways.

Your new hose spigot may be anywhere within your plot, but you must also provide a new publicly accessible hose faucet in the vicinity. This is typically achieved by placing a two-faucet spigot on the plot perimeter with one faucet in the plot and the other facing out of the plot.

Weeds:  A weed is any plant that is growing out of place. Your plants, wild or cultivated, may be desirable to you, and yet be considered weeds by others. For example, Redroot Pigweed (Amaranthus retroflexus), a common weed in California is revered amongst many cultures as a wild spinach, yet disdained locally as a bad weed. Milk thistle (Silybum marianum) is a prickly, quickly spreading weed, but its seeds provide useful medicine. Because weeds are not always easily defined, the following guidelines are set forth to be implemented by the Coordinator on a case by case basis.

Bermuda grass is the primary weed at the EC Garden; it is a warm-season grass from the savannahs of Africa. It propagates mainly by runners and rhizomes (underground), and the seed usually isn’t viable here in Davis, CA – probably due to polyploidy. Take warning, it can invade from a pathway to consume a whole plot in a well irrigated summer season. If your plot has Bermuda grass, you may be required to remove it or mulch it, or to relocate to another plot without the weed. Please dispose of Bermuda grass in the dumpster, or if you use it as a mulch be sure that it doesn’t root into the ground.

Cool season annual grasses invite pest animals and insects to linger but can be used as hedgerows that fight Bermuda grass and provide a nutritious and almost effortless mulch when pulled or chopped and laid in the pathways (no dirt clods please) or on garden beds. Gardeners may be required to remove the grass or relocate, as these grasses harbor pests and can pose significant fire hazard when standing dry in the summer. Instead of fostering these grasses as weeds and pest habitat, you would be wise to plant a grain crop (plant Oct. harvest Apr., or plant Jan./Feb. harvest May) or a cover crop (which provides soil fertility and weed control) around Oct. or Feb., but you will not be required to do so.

Milk thistle is an invasive, prickly weed that spreads its seeds by wind and thereby directly detracts from other gardeners’ gardening experience. It is not allowed at the EC Garden and will be killed, except under controlled cultivation where the seeds do not escape. If your plot has Milk thistle, you may be required to remove it or relocate to another plot without the weed.

Other weed plants are less problematic, but may be deemed nuisances on a case by case basis, usually as a vector in a pest problem with ground squirrels or rats. Some of these weeds are as follows: Mallow, horehound, mullein, mint, bramble-berries, Artemisia, etc. If your plot is deemed a weed nuisance, you may be required to address the issue or relocate.

Wildlife: Voles, endangered beetles, and many of other creatures depend upon the EC Garden and your sensitivity here. Wild turkeys, wood ducks, and pheasants have ranged recently at the EC Garden, and you may see them if you’re lucky. Barn owls and Swainson’s hawks, as well as the occasional coyote or fox, hunt here too. Burrowing owls used to live here…

We have garter snakes, and gopher snakes, and there may be other snakes too. Be cautious, but don’t harm them; they are quite docile (and important), and they will leave rather than fight if disturbed. Snakes are our allies in the garden, because they eat gophers. Please contact the Coordinator if you need a snake moved away from your plot. Also, this is officially rattlesnake territory, but one hasn’t been seen in the area for a long, long time; so we assume there aren’t any near the EC Garden. There are black widows in the garden; please be aware when sticking your hand into dark, covered spaces like wood piles.

Small Fowl and Rabbits:

Certain gardeners who have demonstrated a high degree of competency, responsibility, and openness to working with coordinator suggestions may be permitted the additional privilege of keeping small fowl and/or rabbits at the EC Garden. Domestic animals play an integral role in the nutrient cycle of the organic garden; they enrich diversity, consolidate nutrients into biologically available forms, lay eggs, and naturally control weeds. Animals are critical to the long-range sustainability of cropping at the EC Garden, because their manures balance the nutrient profile of our soil by providing organic nitrogen and phosphorus that would otherwise be acquired at considerable expense. Animals, however, require much more attention than plants. Animals at the garden present an additional source of risk to the garden and require additional oversight from the coordinators.

Animal projects at the EC Garden represent an additional privilege, which will be subject at all times to approval by the EC Garden Coordinators and University officials. Do not assume that you will be able to keep animals in your plot and do not expect the approval process to proceed quickly. You should not purchase any new animals until the full approval process has been completed, and your enclosure has been built and approved by the Activities Coordinator. The EC Garden Coordinators also cannot guarantee that animals will always be allowed at the EC Garden as the garden is subject to the decisions of other University agencies. 

To start a new animal project at the EC Garden you must have been a gardener for at least a year during which time you must have demonstrated a high degree of responsibility, competency, and openness to working with coordinators’ suggestions. You need to show that you can take good care of plants before you can start taking care of animals. To start a new animal project, please fill out the EC Garden Animal Project Application available at www.ecollege.ucdavis.edu and provide the completed form to the Activities Coordinator ecgardenactivities@ucdavis.edu. The process of establishing a new animal project at the EC Garden is complex and must occur in several prescribed stages. First, the Activities Coordinator must approve your application including the number of animals you plan to keep and the location of your enclosure. The Activities Coordinator must next approve the design of your coop or hutch before you begin construction. Finally, the Activities Coordinator must approve the completed structure before any animals may be brought to the garden.

Once your animal project is established, you must keep the Activities Coordinator informed of the number of animals you are keeping and obtain permission before adding more. You, or another responsible individual, must visit your animals every day to ensure that they have sufficient food and water and are healthy and secure. No Exceptions. You must document your daily visits to your animals on a copy of the EC Garden Animal Log, which will be provided to you by the Coordinators. Treat your animals humanely and give them medical attention when necessary – dust mites are the most common treatable ailment. If the Coordinators determine that your animals have been neglected or abused, you will be required to remove your coop or hutch, and you will loose the option to keep animals at the EC Garden in the future. Remember, keeping animals is a unique privilege and should be treated as such. If you abuse this privilege you are endangering everyone’s ability to keep animals in the garden.

Structures: Structures such as cold frames and chicken coops are permitted, but only with Coordinator approval before and after construction. Glass and other potentially hazardous materials (such as sheet metal etc.) must always be approved by the Coordinators for any use, not just for building structures. Fences are optional and, if installed by the gardener, must be maintained or removed (at Coordinator’s request) upon move-out. Any structure at the EC Garden risks campus scrutiny and may be required to be removed at any time, regardless of Coordinator approval.

If you want to build a permanent structure, such as a greenhouse, which is sorely needed at the EC Garden, you’ll need to do it officially through the Coordinator and Environmental Health and Safety at the UCD campus – they will require a contractor and engineer approval of architectural plans. The process can take 2+ years, but it’s been done before.

Dogs: Dogs are tentatively allowed at the EC Garden. Dogs must be either leashed or fenced AND must be under voice command AND have constant supervision. Dogs can cause nuisances when they dig in others’ plots, harass anyone, pee on plots, or defecate anywhere without owner clean-up. Most gardeners despise the thought of dog urine or feces on their organic garden plot, and dog owners must respect these boundaries. Please do not allow your dog to approach anyone that does not initiate interaction with you and your dog; remember, there are kids at the EC Garden, and they may not know how to interact with your dog. Be proactive.

Tools/Shed: Keep the toolshed locked at all times. An e-mail will be sent out to new gardener with the combination. Please do not share the combination with non-EC Gardeners. Please use the tools as they should be used; do not use excessive force or torque, which can lead to broken tools. Return all tools and wheelbarrows to the shed promptly after using them.  Please clean all tools when you return them to the shed – use the scrapers to clean the tools, because if left wet or muddy, they will rust and break more quickly.

Never leave a tool anywhere except in the toolshed. Do not leave shovels or hay forks at the manure or mulch piles, or leave tools or wheelbarrows in your plot, because they may be lost or damaged and then are not available to the other gardeners. We have lost many tools from neglect and misplacement. but would like to keep a well-stocked shed, so keep the tools in good condition.  Also, the use of power tools is subject to Coordinator approval.

Trash: Please take your trash – including metal, glass, wood with nails, as well as noxious weeds (Bermuda grass and wild morning glory) – to the dumpster. The Dumpsters are location north of the Domes on Orchard Park Circle and across the street in the Colleges at Larue complex. Please never leave lumber in the Woody Debris Pile.

You are required to keep your plot(s) free of excess trash. Piles of trash and other waste signify that an area is neglected and not valued. A single plot filled with trash reflects badly on the garden as a whole. Too much trash could be cause for plot reassignment. Trash can be dangerous (rusty nails, old wire, broken glass) and toxic to people or wildlife. Old piles of junk provide cover to pests like ground squirrels. Plastic bird netting, when left any where near the ground, is deadly to lizards and gopher snakes. Trash is also just plain unattractive. Old plastic pots and old irrigation tubing are particularly ubiquitous eyesores at the garden. If you leave trash in your plot, expect to receive emails from the Coordinators asking you to remove it and expect to have your plot reassigned if you don’t take care of it in a timely fashion.

Composting: Please deposit your non-woody compostable materials, such as tomato vines, dry grass, and non-noxious weeds in the composting area. Never leave tools, trash, wood, hoses, metal, or anything big in the composting area, because tractors may be used to rotate the windrows. Because of pest problems (rats, mice, raccoons, opossum, etc.), gardeners may only keep compost piles within fenced plots or in designated areas.

You may also consider purchasing a ready-made batch of compost from Project Compost here on campus  Project Compost refines pre- and post-consumer waste into compost at their pile on the Student Farm – 300 yards away! Contact Project Compost at projectcompost@ucdavis.edu or (530) 754-8227. Their rates vary, but they are local and they might  deliver to the EC Garden. Sometimes supplies are low, so buy while you can.

Events: The EC Garden is a wonderful place to host events such as weddings, art walks and large potlucks. In order to host an event, you need to contact the Activities Coordinator and fill out an Event Form. For most events there is a basic $30 fee and a $30 deposit that will be returned if the space is left clean and undamaged (a different fee will be negotiated if you are charging attendees or selling items). If you are unsure if your “gathering” constitutes and “event,” or have any other questions, please contact the Activities Coordinator.  

Change of Address or Tenancy: Please notify the Coordinator at ecgarden@ucdavis.edu when you move or change emails so that we can update our records. If you don’t receive our emails, or we don’t get yours, we don’t know you’re a member, and your plot may be reassigned. With Coordinator approval, you may hand your plot down to a fellow EC Gardener before the plot is available to the public, but the rates and terms of the plot may change at any time; the recipient must be a current member (on the mailing list) to qualify.

Plot Inactivity and Reassignment: Your garden plot(s) must be kept in good condition at all times. Newly rented plots must be cleared within two weeks, and plant something within a month, or their plot may be reassigned. If your plot left in an unaltered, unplanted, or weedy condition the Coordinator will contact you and you will have one week to reply to the Coordinator with your plan, and two weeks to improve the condition of your plot, or else it will be reassigned.

Plots may also be reassigned if gardeners have not abided by the contract or if not renewed by March 1st. Gardeners who lose plots to reassignment must reapply for a new plot if they wish to continue gardening.

Consent: By renting at the EC Garden, you have agreed to the policies laid out in the contract as listed above and as updated on the Experimental College website.

